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URGENT BY FAX AND POST
16 May 2002
Mr. Joseph W.P. WONG, G.B.S., JP,

Secretary for the Civil Service,

Government Secretariat,

Lower Albert Road,

Hong Kong.

Dear Mr. WONG,

Open Communication from Police Force Council
to Secretary for Civil Service on 2002 Pay Adjustment
The Staff Associations of the Police Force Council have directed me to communicate to you their profound dismay at the Administration’s handling of the 2002 civil service pay adjustment, and the Pay Trend Survey Committee’s handling of the Staff Side’s requests for detailed information before validation of the 2001/02 Pay Trend Survey Report.

Since 6th March 2002, the Associations and their memberships have been most distressed by the Administration’s pre-empting of projected pay cuts for civil servants, and its stated intention to implement a pay cut by legislation. In our view the Administration has ignored all proper consultation and has deliberately undermined the agreed and well-established Pay Trend Survey mechanism, a mechanism we have previously been assured the Administration would adhere to.  To our extreme disappointment, the Pay Trend Survey Committee has abjectly failed to provide additional information requested by the Staff Side; has put forward unreasonable arguments in refusing the Staff Side’s repeated requests; and has employed high-handed methods in pushing through the validation of the Report according to a time schedule that actually does not and should not exist.  Recent events have shaken our conviction in such a well-established mechanism.  
Information given so far by the Committee has by no means alleviated our misgivings on the possible corruption of this year’s results by the Financial Secretary’s announcement of 6th March.  On the contrary, we are convinced that the validity of this year’s figures remains in doubt.  Furthermore, we are horrified by PTSC Chairman’s public denial to the media that the Staff Side has not made any request for additional information with regard to the 2001/02 PTS Report. 

Although we made known to the Administration that we were still requesting relevant information from the Committee on 14th May, our request for an extension of the deadline on submitting the pay claim was ignored.  We are of the opinion that the Staff Side’s views on this matter have not been adequately respected, considered or recognised by the Administration.  This has undermined the long-established and effective consultation mechanism between the Administration and the Staff Side.  To reflect our dissatisfaction on the whole issue, we decided to make no submission of pay claim this year.

Yours sincerely,


(Ms. Jessica LEUNG)


Staff Side Secretary
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