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URGENT BY FAX AND POST
30 May 2002
Mr. Tung Chee-Hwa

Chief Executive

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

People’s Republic of China

c/o Office of the Chief Executive 

5/F, Central Government Offices, Main Wing,

Lower Albert Road,

Hong Kong.
Dear Mr. Tung,
Formal Request from Police Force Council 
for Chief Executive 
to Invoke an Independent Committee of Inquiry 

Regarding the 2002 Civil Service Pay Adjustment
The Staff Side of the Police Force Council has directed me to communicate to you their total dissatisfaction at the Administration’s handling of the 2002 civil service pay adjustment.    As a result of this the Police Force Council Staff Side has not submitted a pay claim for this year. 
To date the Administration has demonstrated a complete disregard for our views. Instead the Administration is determined to shake the stability of the Civil Service by bulldozing the Public Officers Pay Adjustment Bill (the Bill) through the legislature with unseemly haste and with no regard for proper consultation, reasonableness nor recourse to established procedures. 

The intention by the Administration is to force through the Bill by the legislative process, which is a serious deviation from the existing pay adjustment mechanism and in possible conflict with the Basic Law, and as such is unacceptable.   This debacle has shaken our trust in the Government as a reasonable and responsible employer.  
Based on the lack of consultation with the Staff Side, the less than sincere actions by the Secretary for the Civil Service in pursuing such hasty draft legislation and the oppressive manner in which it is being implemented, the Staff Side feels that such activity is contrary to the goals of consensus, stability and conciliation. 

We the Police Force Council Staff Side now formally record that we have no confidence in the Secretary for the Civil Service. 

The Police Force Council Staff Side therefore formally calls for a Committee of Inquiry to be quickly established to resolve this serious impasse.   Such Committee is provided for under the present mechanisms and appears a logical vehicle to help resolve the present break down in communications between the Administration and ourselves.   We feel that as has been employed on previous occasions that an individual of good standing should chair the Committee of Inquiry with judicial training from a background that closely follows the traditions and methodology of a British based civil service.


By this action we earnestly hope that the present highly unstable, untenable and unhealthy situation can be defused and the issue resolved in a constructive and professional manner.


Yours sincerely,


(Ms. Jessica LEUNG)


Staff Side Secretary


for Police Force Council Staff Side

c.c.

	Secretary for the Civil Service
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